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Sewer Disposal: What Can Go Down the Drain? 
Last updated April 7, 2010 3:40:09 PM PDT 

 
Whatever goes down the drain ends up in the ocean, so the San Diego Metropolitan 
Wastewater Department strictly regulates sewer waste.  
 
Be aware that disposal of hazardous waste using sinks, intentional evaporation, or as regular 
trash is against the law. Campus laboratories must abide by strict state and federal waste 
disposal requirements. You may be held liable for violations of applicable laws.  
 
 

Material Can it go down 
the drain? 

What to do with it 

Hazardous 
chemical waste 

NO Store and dispose of it as hazardous chemical waste 
through EH&S. 

Solids, sludges, or 
viscous 
substances 

NO These items can obstruct the flow of sewage. Store 
and dispose of it as hazardous chemical waste 
through EH&S. 

Powders and salts NO These items can obstruct the flow of sewage. Do not 
dissolve them with water. Store and dispose of it as 
hazardous chemical waste through EH&S. 

Corrosive waste 
with pH < 5.0 or 
pH > 12.5  

NO Store and dispose of it as hazardous chemical waste 
through EH&S 

Hot, 
nonhazardous 
liquids (> 150°F) 

NO, unless in 
volumes of less 
than 10 gallons 

For 10 gallons or more of nonhazardous hot liquid:  
• Cool the liquid to below 150°F before pouring 

it down the drain. 

Grease and oil NO, unless the 
concentration is 
less than 500 mg 
per liter 

For higher concentrations:  
• Dispose of substances such as automotive oil, 

gear oil, and machinery grease as hazardous 
chemical waste through EH&S. 

• Place substances such as vegetable oil, lard, 
or shortening in the regular trash. 

Alcohols NO, unless the 
concentration is 
nonhazardous 

Ethanol is nonhazardous in concentrations less than 
24%. Dilution of higher concentrations of any alcohol 
is not allowed. For other alcohols:  

• Check the Known Hazardous and Extremely 
Hazardous Waste list on BLINK to find out if 
your concentration is hazardous. 

• If it is, dispose of it as hazardous chemical 
waste through EH&S. 

Latex paint NO Store and dispose of it as hazardous chemical waste 
through EH&S. 
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Oil paint NO Store and dispose of it as hazardous chemical waste 

through EH&S. 

Wash and rinse 
water 

NO, unless it has 
not been 
contaminated by 
hazardous 
materials or highly 
caustic, acidic, or 
toxic cleaning 
solutions 

If wash and rinse water is contaminated with hazardous 
material or toxic, acidic, or caustic cleaning solutions 
dispose of it as hazardous chemical waste through 
EH&S. 

• Collect wash and rinse water into a rigid, leak 
proof container. 

• Rinse equipment and media bottles with a small 
amount of water or appropriate solvent and 
empty the rinse water into the rigid, leak proof 
container as well. 

• Wash the equipment. Detergents, wash water, 
and rinse water can go down the drain unless 
highly caustic, acidic, or toxic cleaning solutions 
are used. These include:  

o Chromerge 
o Sodium hydroxide 
o Sulfuric acid 
o Hydrochloric acid 
o Phosphoric acid wash solutions 

Avoid using these solutions if possible. 
• Collect highly caustic, acidic, or toxic wash water 

by emptying it into the rigid, leak proof container 
as well.  

o Capture the first rinse. 
o Additional rinses can go down the drain. 

Other chemicals NO, unless the 
concentration is 
nonhazardous 

Some chemicals are hazardous in any concentration. 
Dilution of higher concentrations is not allowed.  

• Check the Known Hazardous and Extremely 
Hazardous Waste list on BLINK for hazardous 
concentration levels and appropriate disposal 
procedures. 

If you can't find a particular substance and aren't sure how to dispose of it, contact the EH&S 
Environmental Management Facility, (858) 534-2753. 
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