Division of Biological
Sciences New Admit
Am I able to take summer courses?
Yes, if you are interested in taking a summer course, please visit the UCSD Summer Session
website (summersession.ucsd.edu) for more information about enrollment. Please keep in
mind that the summer sessions are each 5 weeks, which means that the courses are fastpaced. Because of this, it is recommended that no more than one STEM course be taken in a
summer session.

I'm interested in a health-related professional program (e.g. med
school, or PA school). What biology major is best for this?
One biology major is not “preferred” over another for a health-related professional program. A
student can choose any major within any department as long as the minimum admission
requirements are met for the professional school of choice. Health Beat Advising at the Career
Center is the campus resource for any questions pertaining to medical/health professional
programs.

Can I change my biology major to a different biology major?
We allow currently declared biology majors within our Division to declare any of the majors that
we offer for a student’s admit year. Once enrolled in fall classes, you can use the Major and
Minor tool in TritonLink to request a change of major. The request will be approved within
approximately one week.

Will my Advanced Placement (AP) exams exempt me from any
course credit at UCSD?
AP Biology Scores of 4 or 5 grant students BILD 1, 2, 3 credit at UCSD. This means that
students who earn an AP Biology exam score of 4 or 5 would not be required to enroll in BILD
1, 2, and 3 at UCSD for the Biology major.
For Chemistry, Math, and Physics, please review the General Catalog.

I was admitted as a non-biology major, and I am considering changing
my major to one within The Division of Biological Sciences. How do I do
this?
All majors within the Division of Biological Sciences are capped.
Non-biology majors who entered UC San Diego as freshmen and meet all capped major
criteria are eligible to apply for consideration of admission into a biology major within their first
six quarters at UCSD. You can read more about the application process, timelines, and
admission criteria here.
Transfer students must be admitted to a biology major at time of admission to UC San Diego
in order to pursue a major within the Division of Biological Sciences. Transfer students
admitted to UC San Diego in a non-biology major are not eligible to declare a biology major as
a primary or secondary (double) major after matriculation to UC San Diego. Please note that
the Minor in General Biology is not capped.

How can I get involved with research?
Find campus-wide research opportunities:
Research Experience & Applied Learning Portal (REAL Portal): https://real.ucsd.edu/
Academic Internship Program (AIP): https://aip.ucsd.edu/
Academic Enrichment Programs (AEP): https://ugresearch.ucsd.edu/
Handshake: https://ucsd.joinhandshake.com/login
Further Resources: https://biology.ucsd.edu/education/undergrad/research/index.html

Can I earn academic credit for research?
Yes, the following research for for academic credit courses are offered within the Division of
Biological Sciences:
BISP 193 – Biology Education Research
BISP 196 - Honors Thesis (1 year research program)
BISP 197 - Biology Research Internship Program
BISP 199 - Individual Research
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